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A PROPOSAL

Insert a new paragraph 12.9., to read:

"12.9. Until the United Nations Secretary-General is notified otherw se, Japan
declares that, in relation to the installation of lighting and Iight-
signalling devices, she will only be bound by the obligations of the
Agreenent to which this Regulation is annexed with respect to vehicles
of categories ML and NL."

B. JUSTI FI CATI ON

Japan intends to apply Regul ation No. 48, which has been the target of a
har moni zati on effort under the cooperation of Europe, United States of Anerica
and Japan. Japanese national regulations for the installation of |ighting and
light-signalling devices for vehicles of categories ML and N1 are already
harmoni zed with those of Regulation No. 48. However, such regulations in
Japan for |arge-sized vehicles include some requirenments that are nore
stringent than those prescribed in Regulation No. 48, based on the traffic
condition in Japan, e.g. mandatory installation of additional direction
i ndicators for preventing pedestrian accidents.

Al t hough Japan is determined to nake further efforts for the
har noni zati on of such requirenments for |arge-sized vehicles, Japan believes it
woul d be beneficial to begin applying Regulation No. 48 limted to vehicles of
categories ML and N1, in order to realize reciprocal recognition of approvals
according to this Regulation as soon as possible. Based on this consideration,
Japan proposed in the forty-fifth session of GRE and in the subsequent session
of WP.29 to allow Japan's linited application of Regulation No. 48 to ML and
N1 vehicl es, and obtained consent fromall the Contracting Parties.

However, in the subsequent adnministrative process for depositary
notification concerning Japan's limted application of Regulation No. 48, the
Treaty Section of the United Nations Ofice of Legal Affairs notified the
CGovernnent of Japan that they understand alternative technical requirenents
under Article 1(1) of the 1958 Agreenent nust be expressly provided for in the
Regul ation in order to all ow Japan to be bound by the obligations of the
Agreenent with respect to the application of Regulation No. 48 linmited to
vehi cl es of categories ML and NI.

Consequent |y, Japan hereby proposes to anend Regul ation No. 48. The
simlar provision can be found in para. 13 of Regulation No. 55, in which the
Menber States of the European Conmunity declare that they are only bound by
the obligation of the 1958 Agreenment with respect to nechanical coupling
devi ces and components intended for vehicles of categories other than M.



