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FIRST TECHNICAL MEETING ON WASTEWATER STANDARDS IN UZBEKISTAN

PROTOCOL

This meeting was held within the framework of the Water Sector Donors’ Coordination in the Republic of
Uzbekistan, and with the support of / within the framework of the project “Strengthening Action in Uzbekistan
on Water and Sanitation and Protection of Water Resources from Accidental Pollution in the face of Climate
Change ", which is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and implemented by
the UN Economic Commission for Europe.

The meeting agenda and list of meeting participants are in attached in annexes 1 and 2, respectively.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss existing standards for wastewater treatment in Uzbekistan and
agree on the further development of regulation on this topic.

Issues discussed during the meeting

Requirements for the quality of water treatment in different countries are somewhat different,
however, each national standard requires considering the condition of water bodies receiving
wastewater (for example, taking into account the so-called sensitive zones or highlighting categories
of water use).

The accuracy of calculations for wastewater quality affects the cost of capital and operating costs,
especially in case of new wastewater treatment facilities. It is important to distinguish between the
requirements for water quality of categories | and Il in SanPiN No. 0318-2015 (applicable to areas used
for drinking, domestic and recreational water use) and the requirements for wastewater treatment.
The calculation of wastewater quality parameters should consider the average daily hourly flow of
wastewater, the concentration of the pollutants, as well as the background water quality in receiving
waterbody above the wastewater discharge and possible dilution to reach the background water
quality in the natural waterbody downstream (up to 500 m).Modelling of the impact of the discharge
of the wastewater treatment plants is essential to determine which level of treatment is needed for
the WWTP and the maximum allowable discharge (according to the Resolution n°14 of the Cabinet of
Ministers dated 21.01.2014).

Most of the municipal wastewater treatment plants in Uzbekistan were built in the 1960s-80s, thus
many of them are worn-out which reduces the quality of wastewater treatment, and there are periodic
emergency discharges. For this reason the standards should be set to incentive the creation of new
wastewater treatment plants and the renewal of the majority of the 59 existing wastewater treatment
plants built 40-60 years ago.

Industrial enterprises often discharge insufficiently treated water into the general collector system,
and, given that WWTPs are not designed for the treatment of specific chemicals, industrial chemicals
collapse biological treatment at the urban WWTP, and the pollutants penetrate to the of natural water
bodies. The legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan allows termination of contracts with the industrial
enterprises breaking these rules until the level of wastewater treatment is restored. As an integrated
approach towards wastewater, monitoring of industrial discharges shall be reinforced and existing
regulations enforced.
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One of the issues to be addressed in Uzbekistan is whether the wastewater treatment standards
should be adopted at / before the design stage or after it. The Ministry of Ecology explained that the
Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Nature Protection” / Art. 24. “State Environmental Expertise”
states:
“State environmental assessment is a mandatory measure of environmental protection that
precedes the adoption of an economic decision.”
Also, the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Environmental Expertise” states:

— Art. 1. “The concept of environmental impact assessment” defines “Environmental impact
assessment is understood as establishing the compliance of planned or ongoing economic
and other activities with environmental requirements and determining the admissibility of
implementing the object of environmental impact assessment”;

— Art. 3. “Goals of environmental impact assessment”: Environmental impact assessment is
carried out in order to determine: compliance with environmental requirements of the
predicted economic and other activities at the stages preceding the decision on its
implementation; the level of environmental hazard of planned or ongoing economic and
other activities that may have or are having a negative impact on the state of the natural
environment and the health of citizens; sufficiency and validity of the envisaged measures for
environmental protection and rational use of natural resources”.

The Chirchik River experiences serious anthropogenic load (wastewater, water intake), so pilot
modelling of the Chirchik River section, considering its water balance, quality of the waterbodies and
quality of discharges, can significantly assist the calculations of maximum permissible discharges. There
is enough data for such work; it was collected, particularly by UZHYDROMET, including within the
framework of an ADB-funded project.

Kazakhstan has taken several actions on this issue, namely:

— revised the unified system for classifying water quality in water bodies (Order of the Chairman
of the Committee on Water Resources of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of
Kazakhstan dated November 9, 2016, No. 151.2016, with amendments dated 20 March 2024
no 70),

— developed the national standard “Regulatory purified wastewater, diverted from populated
areas with a centralized drainage system” (ST RK 2748-2021),

— Adirectory of best available technologies (BAT) is being developed, its publication is planned
by the end of 2024, which is also a requirement of the Environmental Code of the Republic of
Kazakhstan and includes economic incentive mechanisms.

Conclusions and decisions of the meeting

The water quality indicators specified in SanPiN No. 0318-2015 should be distinguished from the
requirements for wastewater at the point of discharge.

To clarify the application of the current national legislation, the Center for State Environmental
Expertise of the Republic of Uzbekistan has developed a draft instruction - it will be finalized soon and
shared with the meeting participants for comment.

For the same purpose, the possibility of mapping zones | and Il categories specified in SanPiN No. 0318-
2015 will be considered.

To develop a national standard for wastewater treatment, taking into account the experience of
Kazakhstan. When developing the standard, standards for wastewater treatment for irrigation, re-use
and underground water recharged could be others uses for the outlet water should be considered for
inclusion.

To revise the classification of the quality of natural water bodies, considering the experience of the
neighbouring countries.

To consider the possibility of the pilot modelling of the Chirchik River, taking into account its water
balance, quality of the waterbodies and impact of discharges on a natural waterbody.



7. Work in this area will continue within the scope of the sectoral Working Group of the SDC . UNECE will
provide support to the Republic of Uzbekistan in revising the wastewater quality standard, as well as
the classification of the quality of natural water bodies - within the framework of the SDC project / its
part of the Protocol on Water and Health. International financial organizations expressed their
readiness to support the government of the Republic of Uzbekistan in work in this area.

8. All meeting materials are available on the website of the Water Convention
https://unece.org/info/Environmental-Policy/Water-Convention/events/388874, as well as on the
website of Water Sector Donors’ Coordination in the Republic of Uzbekistan https://iarc.uz/project/
meetings .
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FIRST TECHNICAL MEETING ON WASTEWATER STANDARDS
IN UZBEKISTAN

Date: March 15, 2024
Venue: Hilton Hotel, Tashkent

Moderator: Tamara Kutonova , UNECE, Program Manager for National Policy
Dialogues on Water

March 15, 2024 (14.00 — 18.00)

14:00 — 14:30 | Registration of participants and coffee | Testing the remote connection

Greetings ( 5 min each)
14:30 — 14:45 — Ministry of Ecology, Environmental Protection and Climate Change of Uzbekistan
— Ministry of Water Resources Uzbekistan

Views on current wastewater treatment standards in Uzbekistan
— Uzsuvtaminot (10 min)
14:45 - — Ministry of Ecology, Environmental Protection and Climate Change of Uzbekistan
15:15 (10 min)
— International financial organizations (joint presentation, 10 min)

Experience of Kazakhstan

— Revision of standards in Kazakhstan: process, results and lessons learned -
15:15-15:35 Amangeldy Dzhumagulov, Director of Stroy DesignProject LLP (10 min)
— Discussion (10 min)

15:35-16:05 | Discussion

16:05-16:35 | Break

16:35-18:00 | Continuing the discussion and agreeing on further actions

18:00 End of the meeting




Annex 2

NEPBOE TEXHNYECKOE COBELLAHUE MO CTAHOAPTAM CTOYHbIX BOA, B Y3BEKUCTAHE /
FIRST TECHNICAL MEETING ON WASTEWATER STANDARDS IN UZBEKISTAN

CMUCOK YHYACTHUKOB / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 15 March 2024 /TawkeHT, Y36ekucraH, 15 mapra 2024

MmA, 4ONKHOCTb

Name, position

KoHTakTbl/ Contacts

OuHo /In person

1. | Asumos H. Azimov N. +998 99 71 89 86
AHUMMU

2. | AxkamoB MaBnoHbek Mawpab yrau Ajamov Mavlonbek +998 91 10552 33
Cneumannct no NUTLEBOM BOAE, Specialist on the water, Delivery
AreHTCTBO CTpaTernyecknx pepopm Unit at the Agency for Strategic
Oduc no ynpaBneHUo 4OCTUKEHNEM Reforms and the
pesynbraTta

3. | FTamnn /lusa Gampp Lisa lisa.gampp@eda.admin.ch
PernoHanbHbI COBETHUK MO BOAHbLIM Regional Advisor on Water
pecypcam 1 M3MEeHEHUI0 KAMMarTa, Resources and Climate Change in
LLIAPC Central Asia, SDC

4. | Ne Monny dctep Le Guillou Esther leguilloue.ext@afd.fr
CoTpyAHMK No BoNpocam BoAbl 1 Project Officer — Sanitation /
BOA00TBeAeHU0, DpaHuy3CcKoe Water, AFD
areHTCTBO MO Pa3BUTUIO

5. | Aymarynos AMaHrenbzbl Jumagulov Amangeldy amangeldy@list.ru
lnasa, TOO «Ctpoit AnsaiiHMpoeKT» Director, LLP StroyDesignProekt
(KazaxcraH) (Kazakhstan)

6. | Uchamosa OMuHa Islamova Omina ominakhon@yahoo.com
MeHeasKep npoekTta no ycronumsomy | Manager of the sustainable water
BoAonosab3oBaHuto, LUAPC management project, SDC

7. | AvpeKTop No onepauyoHHbIM Carbonel Alain Alain.carbonel@suez.com
Bonpocam, Suez International B Director of Operations, Suez
LeHTpanbHoM A3nn n Ha KaBkase International in Central Asia and

Caucasus

8. KyToHoBa Tamapa Kutonova Tamara tamara.kutonova@un.org
MeHea Kep nporpammel National Policy Dialogues on Water
HaUMOHANbHbIX MOAUTUYECKUX Programme Manager, UNECE
ananoros no sBoae, ESK OOH

9. | Ounbaapa MupsaxammaoBa Mirzahmidova Dildara +998 99 366 82 52
Tashkent Suvtaminot Tashkent Suvtaminot
MwupuwuHa Onbra MaBnoBHa Mirshina Olga +998 93 516 32 05

10. | FnaBHbIN cNeUnanncT ynpaBaeHus Chief specialist of the Board for mop-61@mail.ru
rMrueHbl u caHntapum, Cny»kba Hygiene and Sanitation, Committee
CaHMTAPHO-3NUAEMMNONOTMYECKOTO for Sanitary and Epidemiological
61arococTossiHNA 1 06LLEeCTBEHHOro Welfare and Public Health
30pOBbA

11. | Mykcumnya Oget Muximpua Odete omuximpua@worldbank.or

Cneumannct no BOAOCHabXeHNo 1
BOA0OTBEAEHNIO, BcemmpHbIit 6aHK

Water Supply & Sanitation
Specialist, World Bank
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Mma, LONKHOCTb
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KoHTakTbl/ Contacts

12. | Mypagos Pyctam Muradov Rustam ramuradov@gmail.com
LWAPC SDC

13. | MypauwkunHa Onbra BaneHTMHOBHa Murashkina Olga +998 90911 08 53
AO Y3cyBTamMHOT AO Y3cyBTamMHOT

14. | OpTukboes A. Ortikboev A. +998 94 27 26 922
MUWHUCTEPCTBO CTPOUTENLCTBA U Ministry of Construction and
HUANLLHO-KOMMYHa/IbHOrO Xo3AicTBa | Housing

15. | NapmoHos I. Parmonov G. +998 93 13 42 109
TTKTU

16. | NeTpoHe Maccumo Petrone Massimo mpetrone@adb.org
CTapLwmit cneumannct no Bonpocam Senior Urban Development
ropoackoro passutma, ABP Specialist, ADB

17. | Paxumos Faripat Abaymarkngosuy Rakhimov Gayrat +998 90 944 41 44
HayanbHWK ynpaBneHus no Head of the Board for Use and
3KCNAyaTaunm 1 pasBuUTMIO CUCTEM Development of Drinking water
NMUTbEBOIO0 BOAOCHAbXKEHUSA U Supply and Sanitation, Ministry of
KaHanmsaumm, MUHUCTEPCTBO Construction and Housing
CTPOUTENLCTBA U XUIULLHO-
KOMMYHa/IbHOFO XO3ANCTBA

18. | PaxmaTynnaes LUaBkat Rakhmatullaev Shavkat srakhmatullaev@worldban
Cneumannct no BOAHbLIM pecypcam, Water Management Specialist, WB | k.org
BcemupHbIn 6aHK

19. | Wn-caHb Bayecnas BuktopoBuy Shi-Syan Vyacheslav +998 90 034 85 25
3amecTutenb gnpektopa, UeHTtp Deputy Director, Centre for the
rocyfapCcTBEHHOM 3KONOMMUYECKOM State Environmental Expertise
3KCnepTU3bl

20. | Wykypos lronmb baxtnaposuy Shukurov Golib +998 97 449 81 89
[naBHbIM cneumanuct otaena oxpanbl | Chief specialist of the Department suv-yer@uznature.uz
BOZHbIX 3eMe/IbHbIX pecypcoB u Heap, | for policy of protection of water,
MWHNCTEPCTBO 3KONOTMK, OXPaHbI land resources and subsoil, Ministry
OKpyrKatowen cpeabl U U3BMEHEHMUA of Ecology, Environmental

Protection and Climate Change

21. | Xaamup3saesa MaguHa Khalmirzaeva Madina madina.khalmirzaeva@nbt.
Ynpasnawouwuii anpektop, NBT Managing Director, NBT uz

22. | Xawunmosa Pepysa Hashimova Feruza +99897 446 15 18
Tashkent Suvtaminot Tashkent Suvtaminot

23. | dpKabaes dypkat Erkabaev Furkhat +998 97 157 07 40
Hay4yHbIn coTpyaHUK oTAaena no soge, | Scientist on water, Research
HUW okpyxatolwen cpeapl 1 Institute for the Environment and
NPUPOAOOXPAHHbIX TEXHOIOMNA Environmental Technologies

24, | Swmmp3saes JocToH Eshmirzayev Doston +998 99 114 99 29
HaunoHanbHbIN TalWKEeHTCKUN National University of Uzbekistan
yHUBepcuTeT

25. | lOnpawes A. A. Yuldashev A. +998 99919 91 96
TKTU

26. | ApynnuHa 3ynbdpus PaBunbesHa Yarullina Zulfiya +998 90 945 89 11
InasHbIM cneumanuct, HALL MKBK Lead Specialist, SIC ICWC

OHnaiiH / online
27. | F'pnb AnekcaHgp | Grieb Alexander alexander.grieb@email.de
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Name, position

KoHTakTbl/ Contacts

CrapLimin cneumanmct no soge u
BogooTBeaeHuto, AUMB

Sr. Water & Sanitation Specialist,
AllB

28. | Aenrapgo Naypa Delgado Laura laura.delgado@veolia.com
CTapLwmnii UHXXeHep no Wastewater Sr Engineer, Sureca /
BOZ00TBeAeHUIo, Sureca / Violia Violia

29. | 3erenbxodep 3axapuac Ziegelhofer Zacharias zziegelhoefer@aiib.org
CTapLwmi1 cneymannct no Senior Investment Specialist —
nusectuumam, AMUMB Water & Urban, AlIB

30. | 3u3m Yccama Zizi Oussama oussama.zizi@veolia.com
MpoekKTHbIM meHeaxep, Sureca / Violia | Project Manager, Sureca / Violia

31. | Xagykues batbip Khadzhiev Batyr batyr.khadzhiev@un.org

Cneymanmnct no sKOHOMUYECKMUM
gonpocam, ESK OOH

Economic Affairs Officer, UNECE
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