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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies antdemen,

It is an honour to address this"gession of the SPECA Project
Working Group on Transport and Border Crossingtantbnvey greetings
on behalf of Mr. Jan KubiS, Executive SecretarWBIECE and Ms. Eva
Molnar, Director of the UNECE Transport Divisionshould also like to
express on their behalf our sincere gratitude ¢ocGbvernment of
Kazakhstan for hosting this meeting in Almaty, &mdits continuing

support of the SPECA Programme.

The name of our Project Working Group reflectsfdet that all
SPECA member States are landlocked countries. Yayuba surprised to
know that almost half of the world’s landlockeduntries are UNECE
member States, of which nine are classifiedeasloping. They are all
landlocked but different in many respects.



EU; the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia joitedEU six years ago,
but before they spent fifteen years in transitimmt central planning;
Andorra, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg and San Mariaeehsmall but very
open economies; Belarus and Serbia have currenthcoess to sea, but a
few years ago — being part of the Soviet Union dandoslavia — they were

not landlocked.

You may think considerable differences between GHEnembers

are a handicap. It is not so.

The differences among landlocked members arecirofze of the
UNECE’s institutional strengths. For example, eigrece of the Czech
Republic, Hungary and Slovakia has shown that fehgkes of
landlockedness” can be turned into profitable bessn In Kazakhstan,
where the “National Transport Strategy until 20ibbeing implemented, a
broadly similar approach to dealing with the “lasckedness” is pursued.
Kazakhstan is zeroing in on its hub location in {€a&rAsia to take

advantage of vast opportunities in the transitserdice sectors.

The UNECE landlocked members include a numbeomwhér Soviet
republics (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrdgns the Republic of
Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistasell as the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. These countriesdafined as
“landlockeddevel oping countries”. Interestingly, twenty years ago, they

were neither landlocked, nor developing nor coestril am highlighting
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this to stress the complexities of the policiesunes to lift these countries

out of the recently acquired landlocked develotajus.

Unfavourable geographic factors put landlocleet oping countries
at a distinct economic disadvantage. Export mar&ss typically far away.
Transport infrastructure is often inadequate. Boaossing times — by
truck or train — are too long. Transit towardspsess is cumbersome. At
the same time, many landlocked countries in the ONEegion have the
costliest documentary trade procedures in the worlierefore, best cost-
reducing practices should be shared and disserdimatkely.

For landlockedieveloping countries, to integrate into the world
economy, efficient transport and transit systenmchuding effective
institutions to support them - are essential. 3%t in making this happen,
considerable efforts have been made throughout/theystem. The
UNECE as well as UNESCAP and other UN Regional C@sions have
provided the necessary support within their marglatel according to their
expertise.

The UNECE, for its part, has promoted accessi@antbeffective
implementation of the UN international conventioagreements and
protocols that it administers. The UN legal instants are applicable to all
modes of inland transport: road, rail, inland wasgys and inter-modal
transport. Given the complexities of the evolvingernational trade arttie
increasing importance of sustainable transportigols, such instruments
need to be reviewed and revised, if necessary.



Trade facilitation is also of utmost importancdandlocked
countries. Trade tools created at the UNECE offany possibilities to
lower the cost of trade. The UNECE tools sucthadiN Layout Key for
trade documents, codes and data element directtreesnly global

standard for Electronic Data Interchange and 38:tfacilitation
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Regional Commissions have also undertaken a nuaileitiatives to lower
the cost of trade.

In closing, let me emphasize that internationblymonized transport
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infrastructure productive, safe and secure. Isthgard, the UNECE stands
ready to assist you to use UN legal instrumentgmemendations and
expertise to enhance economic development in youmtciesThe UNECE,

in close cooperation with UNESCAP and other intgioreal organizations
and institutions, has fully supported activitiestod SPECA project. We

shall continue to do so in the years ahead.

I wish you every success in your work and thank you your
attention.



