
European Commission, 
Directorate General for Energy and Transport 

ReviewReview of the TENof the TEN --T PolicyT Policy�

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION S:\00 B1\02 TEN-T Policy\02 Legal Basis_Reports_Com\02 Rev Guid\02 Green paper on future TEN-T\briefings, speaches

Informal document No. 25 
Agenda item 2a 



| 2Transeuropean Networks Energy & Transport

� The transThe trans --European transport networkEuropean transport network

The TEN-T network aims to contribute to:

. the smooth functioning of the internal market

. strengthening economic and social cohesion

. ensuring the sustainable mobility of persons and go ods under the
best possible social, environmental and safety cond itions

. integrating all modes of transport
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� TransTrans --European Transport (TENEuropean Transport (TEN --T) network T) network 
developmentdevelopment

. 1996 TEN Guidelines for EU 15 (14 priority projects )

. 2004 guidelines revision - EU27 (30 PPs)

. 2007 new Financing regulation 2007-2013

. 2007 Communication on the extension of the major TE Ns axes to 
neighbouring countries

. 2009 Green paper

. 2010 Further review of the TEN guidelines
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� Green Green PaperPaper : A : A reviewreview of the of the transtrans --European European 
transport network transport network policypolicy

. Time for change 

» New political circumstances call for new approaches: climate
change objectives, an enlarged Union (from initially 1 5 to 27 
Member States), Europe’s new global role;

» Achievement of current and future objectives of commo n
transport policy requires an efficient, better integra ted
infrastructure basis;

» TEN-T to genuinely support logistics and co-modal ser vices for 
passengers and freight, help meet mobility needs but 
containing CO2 emissions;

» TEN-T to be more than the sum of 27 national infrastru cture 
networks, to demonstrate true European added value;

» TEN-T to better connect Europe to its neigbours and the  world. 
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� Green Green PaperPaper : A : A reviewreview of the of the transtrans --European European 
transport network transport network policypolicy

. Build on past and face future challenges

» 15 years of TEN-T policy have brought noticeable result s –e.g. 
progress with high-speed rail projects, deployment of rail 
interoperability or the preparation of key ITS project s; 

» Future policy needs to show continuity while learning le ssons
from past problems (implementation delays, mis-match be tween
planning ambitions and instruments); 

» ‘Tradition’ needs to be combined with innovation. The lo ng-term
approach inherent in major infrastructure projects nee ds to be
complemented by greater flexibility and responsiveness to 
evolving service needs;

» Traditional side: more attention to rail connections  to ports, inter-
modal terminals, links between long-distance and urba n transport 
etc.; 

» Innovation: technological and institutional? (infras tructure and 
vehicle related, charging).
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� Green Green PaperPaper : A : A reviewreview of the of the transtrans --European European 
transport network transport network policypolicy

. The way ahead in the Commission’s view

» Strengthen the European dimension in TEN-T planning

» Make the TEN-T a genuine basis for all relevant trans port 
policy objectives

» Aim at better coherence between planning ambitions and 
implementation capacities

» Review the whole range of instruments for policy
implementation – financial and non-financial – to make su re 
they are as effective as possible

» Ensure well coordinated action at Community level and 
stimulate all other actors – national and regional, pub lic and 
private – to commit themselves to contribute to timely
completion of the TEN-T 
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� Green Green PaperPaper : A : A reviewreview of the of the transtrans --European European 
transport network transport network policypolicy

. Options for TEN-T development

1. Dual layer: comprehensive network and priority pro jects (status
quo)

2. Single layer: Priority projects only, possibly conn ected to a 
priority network 

3. Dual layer: comprehensive network and core network
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� Green Green PaperPaper : : somesome terminologyterminology pointerspointers

. Core Network  - a representation of infrastructure of vital 
importance in relation to policy objectives: facilit ation of internal
market, cohesion, connection to third countries. Also an 
expression of the TEN-T’s reinforced status at the hear t of the 
European common transport policy.
NOT A REFERENCE TO THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN LAND AREA!

. Comprehensive Network - modal outline plans and traffi c
management systems as included in current TEN-T guidel ines . Priority projects – the 30 projects identified in the cu rrent TEN-T 
guidelines. Priority network – based on priority projects (in curren t or even an 
amended form) and with possible additions of intercon nections to 
form a genuine network rather than 30 discrete elements. Conceptual pillar – a complement to the geographical pil lar. Will 
enable incorporation of current and future transport objectives in 
the identification of projects of common interest
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� Global dimension of the TENGlobal dimension of the TEN --T T ––
First step: connecting the neighboursFirst step: connecting the neighbours

1. Northern Dimension 
Partnership on 
Transport and 
Logistics (Northern 
Axis)

2. Central Axis
3. Western Balkan Core 

Regional Network
4. Turkey – TINA 

(Transport 
Infrastructure Needs 
Assessment)

5. TRACECA (Transport 
Corridor Europe-
Caucasus-Asia)

6. Mediterranean Axes
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� Consultation Consultation procedureprocedure

. Consultation procedure closed on 30 April 2009;

. Answers received : 290;

. Publication of results foreseen for July 2009.

Green Paper Contributions

58%28%

14%citizens and non registred
org

public authorities

registred organisation
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� First First resultsresults

. Most in favour of maintaining the comprehensive net work;

. Relative majority in favour of option 3(EP supports  option 3);

. Question how to ensure continuity with the past and  also a greater 
degree of flexibility;

. Methodology for priority network requires in-depth analysis;

. The « conceptual pillar » should be further defined. It could include 
horizontal measures;

. Coordinators are strongly supported.

. Necessity to ensure adequate financing
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� NextNext StepsSteps

. Report on the Consultation (July 2009)

. Council conclusions (11 June 2009)

. Stakeholders conference ( October 2009)

. 6 Expert groups ( Sept 09- Jan 2010)

. Communication ( spring 2010)

. Possible legislative acts in 2010
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�

Thank you for listening!

Further information on the Green paper 
on DG TREN website under Public 

Consultations page.


