An International Seed
Potato Export Standard

by Willem Schrage, North Dakota State Seed Department

I'hie Specialized Section of the United
Mations Economic Commission tor
Europe (UNECE) had its 39th annual
meeting in Geneva, Switzerland in
March of this year.

Attendees  came  from  Austria,
Helgium, Canada, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
lndonesia, Ireland, Italy, Luxem-
Romania,

bourg, Netherlands,

Russian Federation, Spain,

Switzerland, United Kingdom of
CGreat Britain and Northern [reland,
and United States of America {(North

Pakota and Colorado),  The North

Dakota representative had been
elected by the NPC Seed Potato
Certification Sub-Committee, Fund-

ing was provided by the export pro-
gram of the US Potato Board. The
European Union and the organiza-

tion Europatat were also represented.

UMNECE
LINECE

dards and conventions to facilitate

The sefs out norms, stan-

within
The com-

international cooperation
and outside the region,
mercial quality standards of the
LINECE help facilitate international
trade, encourage high-quality pro-
duction, improve profitability and
protect consumer interests. UNECE
standards are used by governmerits,
producers, traders, impaorters and
exporters, -and other international
organizations, and cover a wide
range  of  agricultural  products,
including fresh fruit and vegetables,

dry and dried produce, seed pota-

Certification officials from Denmark and Belgium during a hreak.

toes, meal, cut tlowers, eggs and egy
products. Any member of the United
Nations can participate, on an equal
tooting. Fifty-six couritries are coop-
erating within the UNECE and are
working on trade standards of which
the seed potato standard is one.
Their website is: http/fwww.unece,

org/trade/agr/.

Because more countries participate
than just Furope, most of the people
working in the different commodi-
ties would like to see "for Curope”
removed from the title page of their
documents.  However, an expert
opinion is that an organization
working within the United Nations
shiould be recognizable as not repre-
senting the UN asa whole, There are
ditferent standards within the UN
framework and not all are from the

UNECE.,

The UNECE Seed
has been used as a basis for European

Potato Standard

rules and is a framework for revisit-
ing seed potato certification in the
Russian Pederation, During the
meeting it has become clear that offi-
cials in other countries are looking at
this standard for guidance when
looking for practical import require-
ments and seed certification require-
ments in the respective countries.
One example is tuber moth damage
where a country is looking for estab-
which is bath

lishing 4 olerance

practical and protects the producers,

During the annual meeting in March

most discussions were about the
improvements in wording in the

LUINECE Standard on Seed Potatoes.

Definition of Tuber Rot
The section agreed on definitions for
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tuber rot, i.e.: "Rot is the disintegra-
tion of tissue as a result of the action
of invading organismns, usually bac-
teria or fungit. Rot can be trigeered
by environmental factors, A rot may
be classified as either a wet/soft or
dry rot according 1o its external and
internal appearance, and the dis-
egses are specified in the List of
Hseases and Pests.”

Phere is a list of diseases and pests
with pictures of symptoms, which
are intended to help in certification
discussions on this UNECE website:
http:/fwww.ounece.org/trade/agr/sta
ndard/potatoes/ ListOfDiseasesAndl
ests.htm.

An explanation on what is consid-
ered dry and soft rot is added to this

list ot diseases on the web;

Iy rot: externally, the tubers will
have dry, necrotic or discolored
patches on the surface, Internally,
the disease will consist of brown
necrotic arcas surrounding fungus-
lined cavities or dry powdery tissue.
Examptles of such rots are gangrene,
Fusarium dry rots and tuber late
Bilight,

Wet/soft rot: externally, the diseased
tissue will appear discolored, wet
and saft to the touch, often exuding
moisture and producing a range of
odors, depending on the casual
organisni. In such cases, the internal
tissue will have collapsed into a wet
pulp, Examples of such rots are bac-
terial soft rots, pink rot, watery

wound rot ("leak") and rots triggered
by late blight or frost damage,
Because there is a tolerance for rot,
but a zero tolerance for brown rot
and ring rot these two are men-
tioned separately,

Tuber Moth Damage

When question arose about a toler-
anve for tuber moth damage, the
first reaction of the Section had been
to make it part of internal defects.
the
including defects inm the UNECE

However main objective of
Standard is their potential negative
effect on the vielding potential of
Mot call

mentioned in

the seed tubers. internal

defects other stan-
dards have necessarily a detrimental
effect on vield potential. It was

therefore decided that for now only
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trost and tuber moth damage would
be included in the standard.

Winter Test

Fhe ‘winter test in the standard is
called “post-harvest evaluation”. Its
procedures are now part of the stan-
dard. They include field readings as
well as laboratory testing. Sampling
procedures and testing procedures
have been indicated, Statistical rele-
vance is indicated in an addendum.

Field Inspection

Field inspection procedures as pre-
suggested
included in an addendum on field
inspections.

scribed  and/or WEre

Black Leg
The section added a statement about
black leg, because the importance of

S

CERTIFIED
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this disease is becoming sreater,
especially in areas with cooler sum-
INETS,

Blackleg occurrence in seed potato
crops is an important indicator of
qualitv. In the UNECE Standard for
Seed Potatoes, strict tolerances for
blackleg in the growing crop and at
lot inspection underpin, as part of
the rot tolerance, the control of this
disease in certified seed,

Disease expression in the progeny
crop is not always directly related to
either inspection findings or bacteri-
al loading in mather tubers. This is
due to the importance of the envi-
ronmental and agronomic influ-
ences in the epidemiology of this
disease. However, regular inspec-
effective tool to

tions remain an

North Dakota Certified Seed Potatoes

limit the spread of the disease.

Conditions which favor blackleg,
particularly excessive moisture and
in the case of Dickeya, high temper-
atures, can lead to spread of the dis-
ease. For the time being, enforcing
strict tolerances at certification con-
tinues to be the best available regula-
tory mechanism to control blackleg

in marketed sced potatoces,

Good agronomic practices, such as
forced ventilation immediately alter
harvest, removal of diseased wbers
prior o planting, allowing maother
tubers to tully deteriorate prior to
harvest, are all important in blackleg
control.

Dispute Settlement

A position on how to solve passible
disputes in the export trade was
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the standard. When

importing countries agree to abide

added to

by the conditions in the standard,
including this chapter is expected to
be useful to facilitate continuing
trade for both parties,  In Furope
trade is done according to the condi-
tions as described by "RUCI"  To
this effect a representative of the
arganization Europatat compared
the tolerances between the UNECE
standard and the commonly used
RUCIP procedures, It was clear that
most of the tolerances were very

close,

Demonstration Trials
A paper was submitted to the meet-
ing describing the procedures for a

passible demonstration trial.  The

Lorkh Potato Cultivation Institute of

the Russian Federation offered to
host the first UNECE demonstration
trial, Betore launching a large-scale
trial it was considered 1o be a good
idea to undertake a limited experi-
mental trial in 2010. It was empha-
sized that any demonstration trial
carried out by the Section should be
limited to harmonizing inspection
methods across countries in accor-

dance with the UNECE Standard.

Promotion OF The Standard

The delegation of Indonesia made a
presentation on the potato sector in
Lhat country and has confirmed the
offer to host a regional workshop on

seed potatoes during the week of the
[8th thru 22nd, of October 201¢0L A

program is prepared including two
talks from the US.

EFlection of officers

Ihe Specialized Section elected M.
Pier Giacomo Bianchi (ltaly) as its
Mr. Willem
(United States) as its Vice<Chair.

Chair and f‘b},g'hru;{_@
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