International Meetings On A Global Seed
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thie fol-

fowing countries attended 1he meeting:

Luxembourg: Representatives. of

Austria Belgiuim,  Canada,  {rech

Republic, Denmark, France, Germany,

[taly, Lebanan, Luxembourg,

Metherlands, Russian Federation, United

Rangdont of Great Britain and Northern
Irefamd and United States of Amenca
I certification offi-
the LS

Motate Board on a recommendation from

he travel of the seac

cial trom the US 38 funded hy

the Seed Certification Sub-Committees af

the National Potato Council.
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Visiting the results of variety trials of Binst,

[THECE Je:to

develop global agricultural quality stan-
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Soft Rot-nveds a better

dards of perishable produce and products
toy facilitate international trade, The stan-
dards are intended to encourage quality
production, improve profitability and
protect consumer interests: UNECE stan-
dards are used internationatly by govern

ments, producers, tradess, IMporeers,

exporters and international organiza-
tions. They cover seed potatoes, fresh
fruit and vegetables, drv and dried pro
duce, meat, cut

flonwers, oggEs and egg

prodicts.

The UNECE sced potato standard bas

sarved as a hasis for the European Linion
directives and are being used to develop

e naational standards in Huassia

During the last meeting several issues

suchy as soft rot, tuber moth damage,

crop inspection practices, post harvest

test, warictal dentity and comparative

trials were discussed,

definition in the

UNECLE Standard, theretore delegates




from the Netherlands, United Eingdom
and United States have volunteered 1o
deaw up detinitions of soft and dey rots
for anex VII of the Standard for the
March 2010 session of the Specialized

Section.

lither Moth-The discussion about the
approach o tuber moth damage in a 1ot
resulted in the agreement that countries
lave zero tolerance for living tuber moth
larvae Eor imperted seed, Since internal
damage is not sufficiently defined in the

standard, Belgium, France, Germany,

Netherlands-and the United States are Lo

Defegates in Libramont, (right to left) Denmark, Crech Republic, Russian
i A lotarte 5 madacto: Tk 3 i . T - S -
standard. Internal defects include inter pFederation, Austria, Netherlands, Lebanon, Canada, Switzerland, and Belgium,

nal tuber moth damage rust spot and

propose defining internal defects in the

spraing, blue or black spot broalse; and Crop inspection Practices-are to be  Post Harvest Testing-to be called post

olassiness,

imcluded as @ new annex in the Standard: harvest evaluations that will anclude

field trials was discussed. The submitted

Good science
and technology
changes everything.

At Syngenta, we believe the drive to
improve a product continues even
after it's been brought to market,
In the case of Platinum; this philos-
ophy and our good science and
technology have resulied in a new,
broader label. So now, the faster
action, longer residual control and
more applicaticn flexibility vou've
always liked about Platinum are
Availebilie for even mor crops,
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Seed Potato Exporter, Didier Binst, in his potato storage talking with Gerard

Crouat.

paper 15 to heincluded in the UNECE
standard during the annoal meefing ot

the seed potato section in March 2000,

Varietal ldentity-4 questionnaice on
her certification systems:deal with var.
ctal identity is being developed, 1L will
e sent to certification offices. The
UNECE standard savs that varieties shall
b accepted into the standard only iF an
official description and a reference sam-
ple are available from the designated
authority. 1t may he worth noting that
the 1% is the only country that hasa
reservation, because the reguircment to
have an official deseription does net
apply in the US,

Comparative Trials are included in the
UNECE Standard-Secd potatoes from
different sources are planted together
[hese trials are used to train inspectors
This issue was 1o beexpanded into a larg-
er project where a demonstration of seed
from different sources could be used to
harmonize the application of  the
standard and as an educational tool for
inspectors and others, This may be par
of a promaotional workshop, Delegates of
thie Russian Federation effered to host
such a demonstration trial in 2011, This

activity would help the national produc-

ers understand botter how the standarnd is
used 10 practice. The demonstration tri-
als are also a good ol for sharing expe-
r1¢nce and

Lraining  inspectors,

Denmark, Fronce, Bussian  Pederation,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom
have wolunteered to prepare a technical
protoco] for demonstration trials tor the
next mecling of the Specialized Section
Sevieral countries have extended nvita-
tions to visit their national demaonstra-

tion tields.

Promotion-In order to continue efforts
toy promote the UNECE standard in otlher
caountries an offer by Indoresia 1o host a
regional workshop in this country in
Chctober 2000 was accepted. The provi-
sional dates of the workshop (18-22
Octaber) are yet to be confirmed. A
Steering Group, compesed of Canada,
Frapce, Netherlands, United Kingdom,
Ulnited Ssates, the chalr and the secretari-

at, will prepare the workshop,

Annual Meeting-1he Annual meeting of
the UNECE Speciatized Section on Seed
Potatoes 15 planned for March 15-17,

2010 in Geneva,

I'he LNECE

www.unece.org/trade/agr/meegtings/ge.b

wehsite at:
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A0 n-session htm, contains the doc-

uments discussed during the meeting,

e seed potato section madntaing o wels
site with potato discascs and pests at
wwww unece org/Lrade/agr/standard/ pota-

toes/ PestPicturesk fatm

Seed

Luxembourg-The UNECLE delegates were

Potatoes  in Belgium  and
invited to the cooperative of seed potato

producers, “Svoplants” in Clert,
Luxembourg. There were aboit S8 active
miembers growing seed polatogs inoan
salated area in Luxembourg, where no
other potatoes were grown.  SOme pota

toes were alsa grown in neighboring

Belginm,. The total ared of the operation
covered about 1000 acres. Many of the
seedd potatoes were for export Cine great
cooperator i the Binst Breeding amd
Selection Company i Belgium. 1t was o
great pleasure to see Didier Binsl again
after having met in North Africa and
Europe some vears-ago. | realized how
many vears ago, when | was Iintrodoced
to his son, who is now partoer in the
Father “and sen  HBinst

COTTI RN, Were

great Nosts as were the Ministry of

Agriculture,  Vitieulture and Rural
Develapment of Luxembourg and to the

Minstry of Agriculture of Belgium,

Post Harvest Testing in Belgium-The
Libramont Agriculoural Research Centre
is the station in Belgium where the green
house "prow out”™ and post harvest test
for viruses takes place. The UNECE dele-
gates were invited to towr lielr green
hiouses and laboratories, There is close

cooperation between the certifivation
agencics of Belgium, Luxembourg and
the Netherlands, Decause growers grow
potatoes in another country and do no
store their potatoes in the same country,
Similar arrangements hetween stalcs are
known i the US. Although there are
European Union directives, certitication
i still done according to the national cer-

tibication prograns,




