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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Scientific-research centre "Kuban'agrostandart"
International workshop for CIS countries: "The use of agricultural quality standards in technical regulations and the application of standards in international trade"
Anapa, Russian Federation, 4-7 October 2010
Venue:  Hotel Riviera
Programme
· Promoting the use of the UNECE standards for fresh fruit, vegetables and nuts
 as international references
· Encouraging their practical application in the Russian Federation and other CIS countries
· Explaining how the standards are interpreted and used in practice in countries with developed market economies
· Getting acquainted with the production and quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables in the Russian Federation
· Inviting participants to take part in UNECE substantive work on standards.

Sunday, 3 October
Arrival and registration

13:00 - 15:00

Lunch
15:00 - 18:00

Preparatory meeting of organizers and experts
18:00 - 20:00

Dinner
Monday, 4 October
08:00 - 09:00

Breakfast
09:00

Opening of the workshop


Ms. Kristina Mattsson, Head, Trade and Markets Department, Board of Agriculture, Sweden, Vice-Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Mr. Zazhigalkin A.V., Deputy Head, Rosstandart

Mr. Yury Kostenko, Director General, "Kuban'agrostandart"
Session 1.
General

Chaired by Zazhgalkin A.V., representative of Rosstandart, and co-Chaired by Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Germany, Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
09:20
Technical regulation in the agro-industrial sector 

 Ms. Shpak I.G., Deputy Head, Technical Regulation Department, Ministry of Agriculture
09:30
Standardization in the food sector of the Russian Federation 

 Ms. Kostyleva O.F., Deputy Head, Department of Technical Regulation, Rosstandart
09:50
New requirement for quarantine phytosanitary control 

Ms. Danil'chuk E.A., Deputy Head, Plant Quarantine Department, Krasnodar Region Quarantine Surveillance Service
10:00
Experience of the Republic of Moldova in adapting the European system of commercial quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables

Mr. Mihai Suvak, Head, Market Policy Department, Ministry of Agriculture of Moldova
Focus on: steps undertaken to set up a legal and technical basis for the implementation of standards; adoption of international standards as national; national regulations to create the infrastructure for the implementation of standards

10:30

The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade 

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE Trade and Timber Division

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, who can participate, why they are important, who uses the standards
10:45 - 11:15

Coffee break

11:15

The use of agricultural quality standards in EU countries 

Ms. Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden
Focus on: legal and technical infrastructure for the implementation of standards, how businesses use them, how they are interpreted, how the quality inspection system is organized and works in EU countries
12:00
Production of fruit and vegetables in Krasnodar region and main destination markets 

Mr. Shevel' S.A., Head, Plant-growing Division, Agriculture and Food Department of Krasnodar Region
12:15 - 13:30

Discussion

Conclusions and recommendations of the Regional workshop held in Osh, Kyrgyzstan in 2009 (see the annex) will serve as a basis for discussion. The participants will be invited to answer the following questions:

1.
To what extent do you use or plan to use UNECE standards to ensure commercial quality of fresh fruit and vegetables?

2.
Do you have a legal basis for the implementation of commercial quality standards?  Do you need to set it up or improve it?

3.
Do you have an inspection service to enforce the practical application of commercial quality standards? What do you intend to do to establish such a service? 

4.
What kind of technical assistance/capacity-building do you think would be most effective for you?
13:30 - 15:00

Lunch

15:00
Objective tests to determine quality of fruits and vegetables: OECD Scheme

Ulrike Bickelmann and Kristina Mattsson

Focus on: methods of sampling, determination of total soluble solids or sugar by refractometer; determination of firmness of a fruit by penetrometer; determination of fruit acids by titration and calculation of the “sugar/acid” ratio; determination of the juice content; determination of dry matter content by laboratory reference method or microwave-oven quick method; determination of the starch content of apples using an iodine solution

Session 2.
Practical application of standards for nuts

15:30

Production and import of nuts by "Orehprom"
Mr. Bedzhashe S.A, Director, Quality and Food Safety Department, "Orehprom"

Focus on: production of nuts in Krasnodar region; import volumes; quality and food safety control of nuts

15:40
Presentation of the standards for walnuts and hazelnuts (inshell and kernels)

Practical exercise

Ulrike Bickelmann and Kristina Mattsson
16:40

Development of standards for table grapes in Ukraine
Ms. Modonkaeva A.E., Head of Laboratory, National Viticulture Institute
16:50

Ecological safety of viticulture products
Ms. Vorob'eva T.N., Researcher, Horticulture and Viticulture Institute, Northern Causasus

17:00

Closure for the day
18:00 - 20:00

Dinner
Tuesday, 5 October
08:00 - 08:30

Breakfast

08:30 - 13:30

Technical visit to Agrocompany "Myskhako"
14:00 - 15:00

Lunch

Session 3.
Practical application of the standard for table grapes

15:00
Presentation of the standard for table grapes


Practical exercise


Cyril Julius and Ulrike Bickelmann
16:30
Sampling methods to control quality of fruits and vegetables


Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden

Focus on: how to take representative samples and what conclusions can be drawn, on the basis of their analysis, on the quality of the lot

17:00

Closure for the day
19:30 - 23:00

Dinner
Wednesday, 6 October
08:00 - 09:00

Breakfast

Session 4.
Presentation of standards and their practical application

09:00
The standard for apples


Kristina Mattsson and Cyril Julius
10:20
The standard for pears


Ulrike Bickelmann and Cyril Julius
11:20 - 11:40

Coffee break
11:40
The standard for plums


Cyril Julius and Ulrike Bickelmann
13:00 - 15:00

Lunch

15:00
How to ensure good quality of apples in production and storage

Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden
15:30
Discussion and questions on the practical application of the standards for apples, pears and plums
17:00

Closure for the day
18:00 - 20:00

Dinner
Thursday, 7 October
08:00 - 09:00

Breakfast

Session 5. 
Quality inspection systems 

Chaired by Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann and co-Chaired by Ms. Olga Kostyleva
09:00
Using standards in practice and setting up inspection service

Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden


Focus on: recommended approaches to setting up an inspection service
09:30

Quality control system in South Africa
Mr. Cyril Julius, Manager, Citrus Fruit Programme, Perishable Products Export Control Board (PPECB), South Africa

Focus on: legal basis, objectives and functions of the inspection service; how it operates; how inspection service helps growers and exporters ensure high quality of their produce; what can be borrowed and what lessons could be learnt by CIS countries
10:00

Quality control system in Germany

Ms. Ulricke Bickelmann, Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Germany


Focus on: legal basis, objectives and functions of the inspection service; how it operates; how inspection service protects the market from low-quality produce; what can be borrowed and what lessons could be learnt by CIS countries
10:30 - 11:00

Coffee break
Session 6.
Practical application of standards

11:00
Standard for citrus fruit


Presentation of the standard and practical exercise


Cyril Julius and Ulrike Bickelmann
12:00
Standard for kiwifruit


Presentation of the standard and practical exercise


Ulrike Bickelmann and Kristina Mattsson
13:00 - 14:00

Lunch
Session 7. 
Food safety 

Chaired by Ol'ga Kostyleva and co-Chaired by a Representative of the surveillance service 

14:00

Food safety regulations in EU

Ms. Kristina Mattsson, Swedish Board of Agriculture

Focus on: EC regulations, how they are applied to fruit and vegetables; main food safety problems with regard to fruit and vegetables and how to avoid them

14:30

General requirements for export of fresh fruit and vegetables to EU
Ms. Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden

Focus on: how marketing standards fit into a broader framework of phytosanitary, food safety, traceability, labeling and other regulations and requirements; how they relate to good agricultural practices; what are the procedures to follow to obtain access to the EU market
16:00 - 17:00

Technical visit to "Slavia"
17:00 - 22:30

Concluding discussion and adoption of recommendations



Closure of the workshop, handing out certificates, dinner
Friday, 8 October
08:00 - 10:00

Breakfast

12:00

Departure
-----
Notes to the programme

Samples of products selected for consideration will be used to discuss the application of the standards. First, experts will present the standards and explain the main problems that they have with the exported and imported products. Participants will then be invited to examine the samples exhibited on the table, take notes and decide which quality category the fruit belongs to and why. After that there will be a general discussion of the defects and quality classification of the product.
Annex
Conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Regional Workshop for CIS Countries on Agricultural Quality Standards and the Use of Standards in Technical Regulations
(Osh, Kyrgyzstan, 14-17 July 2009)
1.
The implementation of commercial quality standards, as a common trading language, is essential for accessing export markets. It is also an important component of a broader system of quality assurance, along with food safety, traceability, phytosanitary aspects and other requirements.

2.
Compulsory application of standards is an important tool to guarantee high quality of export products. In accordance with best regulatory practices, recommended by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) “International model for regulatory cooperation”, standards can be incorporated into national legislation for compulsory use. They can also be incorporated into the statutes of exporting bodies or associations of producers.

3. 
It is recommended that countries use the existing internationally agreed standards and related explanatory material, particularly those developed by the UNECE, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Scheme for the Application of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables and the Codex Alimentarius Commission on Fruits and Vegetables. These standards are accepted as the "lowest common denominators" to ensure that produce is suitable for consumption.

4.
It is recommended that countries participate actively in the work of the international standard-setting organizations. That will allow countries to influence the content of standards to reflect the trading practices in their region. International meetings help building networks of contacts that facilitate exchange of information on specific problems and issues.

5. 
UNECE standards provide for minimum quality levels that allow produce that meet these levels to enter export markets.

6.
National, regional and private standards may set requirements higher than those of UNECE for export produce. Importing countries should not introduce quality requirements stricter than those stipulated in international standards as that would create technical barriers to trade. 

7.
It is strongly recommended that groups of countries trying to agree on regional standards use the already existing international standards as the baseline. Applying different rules for different markets creates considerable problems for trade.

8.
It is recommended that priority in implementing commercial quality standards be given to products for export. However, the practical application of these standards should also be encouraged on the domestic markets. Major players on the domestic market, especially producer, trader and consumer associations, should be involved in this work.

9.
Communication and promotion of standards at the national level, particularly among small-scale producers, is critical for their practical application.

10.
To initiate implementation of standards, it is recommended that Governments provide users with standards and associated explanatory material free of charge.

11.
Implementation of agricultural quality standards requires an adequate legal and technical infrastructure. Enforcing standards is the responsibility of Governments. This function can be delegated to a private independent service, which must be certified. However, the legal responsibility of enforcing standards remains within the Government.

12.
Inspectors should receive regular training. They should follow internationally agreed and recommended inspection procedures consistently and in a harmonized way. National inspectors’ participation in international workshops is essential for harmonizing the interpretation of standards and inspection methods across borders. This joint work builds confidence between exporting and importing countries.

13. 
Setting up an efficiently functioning quality inspection system takes time and resources. This work should be done gradually, step by step, according to countries’ needs and resources, but taking into account trading partners requirements.

14.
An important task of inspection services is to advise and train growers and traders on how to ensure high quality produce that is acceptable to consumers.

15.
It is recommended that specific governmental policies be formulated to support the creation of appropriate inspection infrastructure. The functions of the existing phytosanitary inspection services can be extended to cover commercial quality checks. However, professional independence of commercial quality inspectors should be ensured.

16.
Information on inspection checks should be accumulated in a database and used for risk analyses. Inspections should be focused on products and consignments with the highest risk for non-conformity and where control therefore is most required. It is recommended that inspection services also use this information for training producers and traders.
-----
� Downloadable from the UNECE website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr" ��www.unece.org/trade/agr�





