For more information about the workshop contact:

KEPHIS Contact

Managing Director

Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS)

P.O. BOX 49592, 00100, Nairobi, KENYA.

Tel:254-020-3536171/2; 

Fax: 254-020- 3536175;

E-mail: director@kephis.org; rntoyai@kephis.org 
Website: www.kephis.org 
UNECE Contact

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev
Agricultural Quality Standards
UNECE Trade and Timber Division 

Tel: +41 22 917-41-46
Fax: +41 22 917-06-29
Email: serguei.malanitchev@unece.org
Website: www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm
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International workshop on commercial quality standards for fresh fruit and vegetables for countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa
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21st April to 24th April 2009
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Background

Many developing countries have high export potential in agricultural products. However, they often face difficulties in meeting the quality standards and requirements in developed countries’ markets. Inefficient production structures, the lack of capital and expertise, inadequate legal and technical infrastructures do not allow them to realize their potential comparative advantages. Government and private institutions in developing countries lack resources to participate on a regular basis in international standard-setting activities.

About the workshop

The workshop in Kenya is part of the promotional and capacity-building activities envisaged in the UNDA project on agricultural quality standards. These activities build upon the decades-long experience of the UNECE Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards and its Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables. They also draw on interpretation of UNECE standards by the OECD Scheme on Fruit and Vegetables, and on their adoption by the European Commission.

Target group

The workshop will bring together growers, traders, producer associations, and quality inspectors from Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe and their colleagues from the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables.
Objective and purpose of the workshop

The workshop objective is to present UNECE standards for fresh fruit and vegetables, to explain how they are applied in practice with regard to selected products and what legal and technical infrastructure is needed for their practical use. It will help producers and traders understand what requirements they need to meet to be able to export their produce to developed markets. The practical application of standards in these countries would facilitate export of their agricultural products, thus helping them develop the agricultural sector and raise average incomes.

The purpose of the workshop is to present UNECE standards for selected fresh fruits and vegetables and to encourage their practical application in countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa. Many of these countries already export or have the potential to export fresh fruits and vegetables to the European and other developed markets. 

The workshop would help strengthened regional networks of national and international counterparts involved in the development and implementation of commercial agricultural quality standards.

The workshop program
This is a four-day workshop on commercial quality standards for fresh fruit and vegetables for countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa. It would involve:

Day One: 21st April 2009 for field visit to see practical application of standards.

Day two: 22nd April 2009 to discuss country position papers on standard use at regulatory and commercial level plus other guest presenters.

Day three and four: 23rd to 24th April 2009 for hands-on training on how to grade.
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