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Content
What is the presentation about?

▪ Road Safety: Regional status and situation

▪ Major causes of road crashes



UN GA Resolution 
64/255 of 2 March 
2010 on Improving 

Road Safety
Proclaimed the 

period 2011-2020 as 
the 

Decade of Action for 
Road Safety

Goal is to stabilize 
and then reduce the 
forecast level of road 

traffic fatalities 
around the world by 
increasing activities 

conducted at the 
national, regional 
and global levels

Global Mandate

Sustainable               
Development               

Goals                                
recently adopted

Goal 3: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-
being for all at all ages

Target 3.6: By 2020,
halve the number of 

global deaths and injuries 
from road traffic accidents 

Road Safety Situation 



Regional Mandate

Road Safety Situation 

ESCAP Ministerial Conference on Transport

ESCAP Ministerial Declaration on Improving Road     
Safety in Asia and the Pacific has been adopted

The Declaration includes the goal
“to save 600,000 lives and to prevent a 

commensurate number of serious injuries on the 
roads of Asia and

the Pacific over the period 2007 to 2015”

Regional Goals, Targets and Indicators (46 indicators)

Forum of Asian 
Ministers of 
Transport

Member States resolved to, 
amongst other transport 

matters, place road 
safety high on the 

policy agenda and to set 
road safety goals, 

targets and indicators 
through networking 
among national and 

subregional
organizations
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Action for 

Road Safety 
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The Global Plan for 
the Decade of Action 

for Road Safety

5 Pillars

2011

Sustainable 
Development 

Goals

Target 3.6: By 2020, 
halve the number 

of global deaths and 
injuries from road 
traffic accidents 

2015

ESCAP 
Ministerial 

Conference on 
Transport

Aim – The Ministerial 
Conference to adopt a 

refined regional 
goals and targets

Specific regional 
issues

Decade of Action

SDG Target 3.6

2016



Regional Mandate

Road Safety Situation 

Save 600,000 

lives …over 

the period 

2007 to 2015

24 targets



Road Safety Situation in Asia-Pacific

• Road traffic injuries are a 
leading cause of death and 
disability in the regions

• Over 733,000 deaths in 2013 
(approx. 59% of 1.25 m global 
road deaths), 5.6% reduction 
compared to 2010

• Economic cost of road 
fatalities = 1-3% of GDP

Road Safety Situation 
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In ESCAP region, 23 countries have reduced their road 
fatalities, showing that improvement is possible 
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Thailand has the highest estimated fatality rate in the region at 37.58

ESCAP average is at 18.99
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Motorcyclists, pedestrians and 
cyclists are more vulnerable in the 
region 

VRUs account for more than half 
(55%) of total deaths

Cambodia, Kiribati, Palau, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand are among 
countries in ESCAP region that have 
over 80% of VRU share of total traffic 
fatalities
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19.93%5.06%

29.73%

Share of road traffic death in ESCAP 
region (2013)  by road user type

4-wheeler

Others

Pedestrian

Cyclist

motorized 2 and 3-wheelers

Road Safety Situation in Asia-Pacific

Road Safety Situation 



Road Safety Situation in Asia-Pacific

Road Safety Situation 

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%

East and North-
East Asia

South-East Asia South and
South-West Asia

North and
Central Asia

Pacific

Distribution of road traffic death by type of road users 
ESCAP subregions 2013

4-wheeler Others Pedestrian Cyclist 2-wheelers



National Workshops

Development of national strategy with measurable goals, 
targets and timeframe – conducted in Cambodia, Mongolia, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Philippines, Azerbaijan, Lao PDR, and 
Sri Lanka

Harmonization of road traffic rules, road signs and signals –
conducted in Sri Lanka and Viet Nam

Regional Expert Group Meeting

Bangkok (2010, 2011), Seoul (2013)

Kathmandu (2015) under the theme “Safe, Climate Adaptive, 
Disaster Resilient Transport for Sustainable Development”

(2016 – TBC) Regional Expert Group Meeting to redefine 
regional road safety goals, targets and indicators

UNESCAP Activities

Road Safety Situation 
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www.unescap.org/our-work/transport
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