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Draft Summary Record of the 16th Meeting of the Task Force on Harmonisation 
of Classification and Labelling Bern (Switzerland), 4-5 July 2007 

 
Transmitted by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

 
 

The Summary Record will be finally approved at the 17th meeting of the Task Force. Any 
amendments made to the record at the 16th meeting will be noted in the Draft Summary Record 
of the 17th meeting. 

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the meeting and adoption of the draft Agenda 
 
1. The Chair of the Task Force, Gregory Moore (Sweden) opened the meeting and invited the 
participants to present themselves. The Participant’s List is attached as Annex 1. The draft Agenda 
[ENV/JM/HCL/A(2007)2] was adopted, with the addition under Agenda Item 3 of (i) the consideration of 
a recent document submitted by the US and Canada (INF. 9) and (ii) a short presentation on promoting 
use of alternatives for classification and labelling, by the Netherlands. The Task Force agreed to defer the 
main part of Agenda Item 3 after Agenda Item 6. 

Agenda Item 2: Confirmation of approval of the draft Summary Record of the 15th Meeting of 
the Task Force 

 
2. Approval of the draft summary record [ENV/JM/HCL/M(2006)4] was confirmed. 
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Agenda Item 3: Issues related to the organization of the work on Harmonization of Classification 

and Labelling (HCL) 
 
3. The issue was initially on the Task Force draft Agenda given the decrease of proposals to be 
discussed or approved. However, several aspects of the work on HCL were discussed. The lists of Task 
Force’s members (INF. 3) and expert groups’ members (INF. 8) were circulated during the meeting for 
updating. The Heads of delegation were invited to further update the lists within one month.  

4. The Secretariat made a presentation, which is available on the meeting website, to clarify the 
role of the Joint Meeting, Task Force, expert groups/validation management group and Bureau of the 
Task Force. The Task Force discussed the thought starter (INF. 9) prepared by Amy Rispin 
(United States) and Kim Headrick (Canada). Initial comments were made on face to face meetings, use of 
written procedure and need for consensus. The proposed recommendations were generally welcomed; 
however, it was noted that some countries have difficulties to attend too many meetings, the proposal 
related to the use of written proposals should be softened, and the needs of the UN SCEGHS should be 
kept in mind.  

5. Given the request from several participants to have more time to comment on the thought 
starter, it was agreed that comments should be sent to Kim Headrick, Amy Rispin and the Secretariat by 
the end of August. A draft schedule of activities was attached to the thought starter. A revised version 
discussed during the Task Force meeting is attached as Annex 2. The date proposed by the Bureau for the 
next Task Force meeting (24-25 April 2008) was agreed. The Task Force meeting will be at OECD 
Headquarters in Paris. 

6. The Task Force was informed that Gregory Moore was requested to take new time consuming 
responsibilities in Sweden, and therefore, a new Chair had to be elected. Gregory Moore was greatly 
appreciated for his very good chairmanship of three Task Force meetings from 2005 to 2007. At the end 
of the meeting, the Task Force elected Thomas Gebel (Germany) as the new Chair.   

7. Henk Roelfzema (Netherlands) referred to the draft summary of the Joint Meeting discussions 
[INF 6] and made a presentation of the outline of a discussion document on use of alternatives as a basis 
for classification and labelling. He clarified that alternative methods include in vivo test methods, 
(Q)SARs, read across, and grouping of chemicals. The presentation will be made available to the Task 
Force. Task Force members, who would like to contribute to the preparation of the discussion document, 
should inform Henk Roelfzema and the Secretariat within 3 months.   

Agenda Item 4:  Aquatic Hazards 
 
8. The proposal for revision of Chapter 4.1 in order to accommodate chronic toxicity to aquatic 
organisms for assigning a chronic hazard category had been revised twice after it had been circulated for 
the first time in November 2006. The Task Force was requested to address remaining issues related to two 
definitions and to the safety net [ENV/JM/HCL(2007)2]. 

9. The Task Force agreed on the following revised definition of “Acute (short term) hazard” 
proposed by the US: “For classification purposes, Acute (short term) hazard is the hazard of a chemical 
caused by its acute toxicity to an organism during short-term aquatic exposure to that organism”. The 
Task Force agreed on the text proposed into brackets for the definition of “Long-term hazard”. 

10. The Task Force discussed the issue of the safety net. Canada raised some concern about the 
safety net and asked to send the matter back to the expert group. The Task Force requested that a small 
group make a proposal. The Task Force considered the small group proposal and agreed on the following:  



 UN/SCEGHS/14/INF.8 
 page 3 
 

• In Paragraph 4.1.2.2, “organic” is deleted in the third sentence and the last sentence is replaced 
with “The need for this classification can be negated by demonstrating that the substance does 
not require classification for aquatic long-term hazards.”  

• In Table 4.1.1, Category: Chronic 4, “a” is deleted before “chronic toxicity NOECs >1 mg/l”. 

• In Figure 4.1.1, first box: “Note 6 to Table 4.1.1” is replaced with “Note 2 to Table 4.1.2” [there 
was no note 6 in Table 4.1.1.1.].  

• In Table 4.1.2, box for Category: Chronic 4: “unless NOECs >1 mg/l” is added and the text of 
Note 5 to Table 4.1.2 is replaced with “For poorly water soluble substances for which no acute 
toxicity has been demonstrated at the solubility limit, and are both not rapidly degraded and 
have a potential to bioaccumulate, this category should apply unless it can be demonstrated that 
the substance does not require classification for aquatic long-term hazards.” 

11. The decision logic of document ENV/JM/HCL(2007)2 was presented in a format compatible 
with the GHS and circulated for comments. The Task Force agreed on the decision logics for long term 
aquatic hazard classification and noted that two arrows should be added and “No classification” should be 
replaced with “Not classified for long term hazard”. The Task Force agreed not to change away from the 
original decision logic for acute (short-term) aquatic hazard classification. The US noted several 
discrepancies in this regard and planned to send a mark up of the acute sections.  

12. The Task Force agreed on the proposal for revision of Annex 9 (A9.1-A9.3 and Appendix VI) 
as a consequence of proposed changes to Chapter 4.1 [ENV/JM/HCL(2007)3] with a correction of the 
first sentence of the second paragraph of Section A9.3.2.7.1 to accommodate chronic toxicity to aquatic 
organisms (deletion of “only the acute EC50 is used for classification in the harmonized system”).  

13. The Task Force had no comment on the explanatory notes to the proposal for the revision of 
GHS Chapter 4.1, Annex 9.1-9.3 and Appendix VI as included in document ENV/JM/HCL(2007)4. This 
document will be reviewed by the Secretariat to ensure consistency with the most recent Task Force 
agreements, and submitted to the Joint Meeting and to the UN Sub-Committee of Experts on the GHS 
(UN SCEGHS) for information. 

14. The Task Force agreed on consequential changes in other parts of the GHS 
[ENV/JM/HCL(2007)9] and had no comment on corrections to the text of Chapter 4.1 submitted by the 
UNECE (INF. 5). These corrections were either already adopted by the UN Sub-Committee of Experts on 
the GHS (UN SCEGHS) or editorial corrections.  

15. The proposals for revision of Chapter 4.1 and Annex 9, with agreed corrections (see above) 
were then approved. The proposals will be corrected accordingly and submitted to the Joint Meeting for 
endorsement and declassification, and to the UN SCEGHS for adoption. 

Agenda Item 5: Draft Proposal on Ozone Depleting Chemicals 
 
16. The Task Force considered first Section 4.2.1 related to definitions and general considerations 
and Section 4.2.2 related to classification criteria [Annex 2 of document ENV/JM/HCL(2007)6]. The 
Task Force agreed on the definitions and classification criteria for substances and mixtures. It discussed 
the text of Paragraph 4.2.1.2 on general considerations. Some experts were in favour of deleting the 
paragraph. The Task Force agreed that as the substance of the paragraph is already described in the scope 
of the GHS, it would better fit as a footnote to the title Classification criteria of Section 4.2.2. The Task 
Force discussed at length the text to be used for the footnote. A small group proposed the following: “The 
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criteria in this chapter are intended to be applied to chemicals and not to equipment, articles or appliances 
(e.g. refrigeration equipment, fire extinguishers). Consistent with 1.1.2.5a (iii) regarding pharmaceutical 
products, GHS [classification and] labelling does not apply to medical inhalers at the point of intentional 
intake”. 

17. The word “classification” was placed into square brackets because Paragraph 1.1.2.5a (iii) refers 
to labelling only. The US proposed to delete the examples in round brackets. However, the UNECE 
observed that there was no definition of “equipment”, “article” and “appliances” in the GHS; therefore 
examples would be useful. As the US was not in a position to accept the suggestion to delete the full first 
sentence at the meeting, the Task Force agreed that the footnote should be placed into square brackets 
until a compromise is found.   

18. The Task Force then considered Section 4.2.3 on hazard communication. With respect to the 
hazard statement, there were various views concerning the hazard statement proposed by the expert 
group: “Harms public health and the environment by destroying ozone in the upper atmosphere”. A 
majority of countries were in favour of a shorter statement, but some countries could accept either a 
shorter or a longer statement. Spain proposed the following compromise: “Harms human health and the 
environment by destroying the ozone layer”. The US could not agree on the Spanish proposal at the 
meeting. Regarding the symbol, countries initially expressed diverse views: (i) use no symbol, (ii) use the 
“Fish and tree” symbol, and (iii) use the exclamation mark symbol. After some discussion, the Task Force 
agreed that the proposal to be submitted to the Joint Meeting should include the exclamation mark. 
However, the US requested that the symbol be placed into square brackets until US agreement can be 
confirmed. Norway and Sweden expressed that the use of the symbol should be considered as part of a 
“packaged deal”. The Task Force decided to place the whole of section 4.2.3 on hazard communication 
into square brackets until US agreement can be confirmed. 

19. Depending on information received from the US regarding the footnote and the communication 
elements within one month, the proposal will be either submitted to the Joint Meeting by written 
procedure or submitted at the February 2008 Joint Meeting. The Task Force may be consulted about a 
slightly revised proposal from the US. If there is no agreement of all other countries on the US revised 
proposal, the current brackets will stay in the proposal to be submitted to the Joint Meeting in February 
2008.  

Agenda Item 6: Validation of the Transformation/Dissolution Protocol 
 
20. The Secretariat reported progress on the work. The Task Force took note of the report 
[ENV/JM/HCL(2007)7 and INF. 7]; the US commented that they don’t agree on the elements, listed in 
Paragraph 5, to be included in the phase 2 report. The Task Force endorsed the proposal for an extended 
VMG meeting on 25-26 October 2007 to agree on the content of the Phase 2 report, and a following 
meeting in February or March 2008. It was agreed that the Summary Record of the October meeting will 
be circulated to the Task Force before finalization of the report. 

Agenda Item 7: Draft proposal on strong versus weak sensitizers 
 
21. The Secretariat reported progress on the work at and after the expert group meeting held in the 
US. The Task Force took note of the report [ENV/JM/HCL(2007)8]. It endorsed the proposed time 
schedule for developing a proposal for the UN SCEGHS (see Annex 2). 
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Agenda Item 8: Work on terrestrial hazards 
 
22. José Tarazona, Chair of the expert group, reported progress of the work 
[ENV/JM/HCL(2007)10]. The Task Force took note of the progress and endorsed the expert group 
meeting that was planned on 24-25 October 2007 in the US [after the Task Force meeting, the US 
proposed to host the meeting on 23-24 October 2007]. 
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ANNEX 1: Participants List 
 
Australia Andrew WAGNER 

Assistant Secretary 
Standards and International Branch 
Office of the Australian Safety and 
Compensation Council 
GPO Box 9879 
2601 Canberra 
Australia 

Tel: +61 2 6121 9134 
Fax: +61 2 6275 3619 
 

Austria Edmund PLATTNER 
Director 
Biocide Products, Quality Assurance 
Federal Ministry for Agriculture, 
Forestry, Environment and Water 
Management 
V/3 
Stubenbastei 5 
A-1010 Vienna 
Austria 

Tel: +43 1 51522 2346 
Fax: +43 1 5131 679 1480 
 

Belgium Thaly LAKHANISKY 
Head of Division Toxicology 
Division of Toxicology 
Scientific Institute of Public Health 
rue J. Wytsman, 16 
B - 1050 Brussels 
Belgium 

Tel: +32 2 642 51 04 
Fax: +32 2 642 52 24 
 

Canada Kim HEADRICK 
International Harmonization Officer 
Policy & Program Services 
Health Canada 
123 Slater Street  
A/L 3508D 
K1A OK9 Ottawa 
Canada 

Tel: +1(613) 952-9597 
Fax: +1(613) 946-1100 
 

 Brenda EVERSON 
Policy Advisor 
Product Safety Programme 
Health Canada 
123 Slater Street 
K1A 0K9 Ottawa 
Canada 

 

 Richard GOULET 
Head, Risk Unit 
Existing Substances Division 
Environment Canada 
351 St.Joseph, 20th floor 
K1A0H3 Gatineau 
Quebec, Canada 
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Denmark Henning CLAUSEN 

Ecotoxicologist M.Sc. 
Danish Environmental Agency 
Strandgade 29 
DK- 14012 Copenhagen K 
Denmark 

Tel: +45 72 54 41 38 
 

France Matthieu LASSUS 
DRC/ECOT 
INERIS 
Parc Technologique Alata 
60550 Verneuil en Halatte 
France 

Tel: +33 3 44 55 63 46 
Fax: +33 3 44 55 67 67 
 

 Elodie PASQUIER 
Bureau d'Evaluation des Risques des 
Produits et agents Chimiques 
(BERPC) 
60-62, rue d'Hauteville 
75010 Paris 
France 

 

Germany Thomas GEBEL 
Federal Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (BAUA) 
Friedrich-Henkel-Weg 1-25 
Haus IV, FB 4 
44149 Dortmund 
Germany 

Tel: +49-231-9071-2563 
Fax: +49-231-9071-2611 
 

 Juliane KOCH 
National and International Chemical 
Safety 
Federal Environmental Agency 
(UBA) 
Wörlitzer Platz 1 
06844 Dessau 
Germany 

Tel: +49 340 2103 2424 
Fax: +49 340 2104 2424 
 

Italy Paola DI PROSPERO FANGUELLA 
Istituto Superiore di Sanita 
Viale Regina Elena, 299 
00161 Rome 
Italy 

Tel: +39 06 4990 2423 
Fax: +39 06 4938 7170 
 

Japan Muneyuki MIYAGAWA 
Senior Researcher 
Health Effects Research Group 
Japan National Institute of 
Occupational Safety and Health 
(JNIOSH) 
21-1, Nagao 6-chome 
Tama-ku 
214-8585 Kawasaki 
Japan 

Tel: +81 44 865 6111 
Fax: +81 44 865 6124 
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Korea Sam Rae CHO 

Chief Management Officer 
Korea Chemicals Management 
Association 
613-2, Bullgwang-dong, Eunpyoug-
ku 
121-706 Seoul 
Korea 

Tel: +82 2 3019 6702 
Fax: +82 2 587 2204 
 

 Je Bong LEE 
Staff(Toxicologist)  
Pesticide Safety Division 
National Institute of Agricultural 
Science & Techonology 
 

Tel: +82 31 290 0585 
Fax: +82 31 290 0508 
 

 Chang-Ho SEONG 
Senior Program Officer 
Chemicals Registration & Evaluation 
Division 
National Institute of Environment 
Research 

Tel: + 82 32 560 7227 
Fax: + 82 32 568 2038 
 

Mexico Mario YARTO 
Director 
Research on Chemicals and 
Ecotoxicological Risks 
National Institute of Ecology - 
SEMARNAT 
Periférico 5000Col. Insurgentes 
CuicuilcoDelegación Coyoacán 
04530 Mexico City 
Mexico 

Tel: +52 55 54 24 64 25 
Fax: +52 55 54 24 54 04 
 

 Rocío ALATORRE EDEN 
WYNTER 
Risk Analysis Commissioner 
Ministry of Health 
Federal Commission for Protection 
from Sanitary Risks 
Monterrey 33 Col. Roma 
Delegación Cuauhtémoc 
06700 Mexico City 
Mexico 

Tel: +52 55 55 14 85 72 
 

 Alberto ROSALES CASTILLO 
Director 
Risk Prioritation Office 
Federal Commission for the 
Protection against Sanitary Risks 
Monterrey 33Colonia 
RomaDelegación Cuauhtémoc 
06700 Mexico City 
Mexico 

Tel: +52 55 508 05 200 
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 Ana Patricia PINEDA ZAVALETA 

Manager 
International Affairs on Chemical 
Agents 
Federal Commission for the 
Protection against Sanitary Risks 
Monterrey No. 33 1e Piso 
Col. Roma 
Delegación Cuauhtémoc 
06700 Mexico City 
Mexico 

Tel: +52 55 5080 5308 
Fax: +52 55 5208 2974 
 

 Armando ALEJANDRE PULIDO 
Director 
Normalization and Research 
Ministry of Labour 
Periférico Sur 4271Colonia Fuentes 
del PedregalTlalpan 
14149 Mexico City 
Mexico 

Tel: +52(55)30003200 
 

 Raúl HUESCA CADENA 
Deputy Director 
Rules and Norms 
Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources 
Periférico Sur 40293er PisoColonia 
Jardines de la Montaña 
14210 Mexico City 
Mexico 

 

 Jesús ZEPEDA VERA 
Deputy Director 
Health Regulation 
Ministry of Labour 
Periférico Sur 4271Colonia Fuentes 
del PedregalTlalpan 
14149 Mexico City 
Mexico 

Tel: +52(55)30003111 
 

Netherlands Mr. Henk ROELFZEMA 
Senior Policy Officer 
Department for Nutrition and Health 
Protection 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
Postbus 20350 
2500 EJ Den Haag 
Netherlands 

Tel: +31 70 340 6965 
Fax: + 31 70 340 5554 
 

Norway Christine BJØRGE 
Senior Advisor 
Norwegian Pollution Control 
Authority 
STRØMSVEIEN 96 
POSTBOKS 8100 DEP 
0032 OSLO 

Tel: +4722 573489 
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Senior Advisor 
Norwegian Pollution Control 
Authority 
PO Box 8100 Dep 
N-0032 Oslo 
Norway 

Tel: +47 22 57 34 64 
Fax: +47 22 67 67 06 
 

Poland Mariusz GODALA 
Bureau for Chemical Substances and 
Preparation 
Ut. Sv. Tercsy 8 
91-348 Lodz 
Poland 

Tel: +48 42 631 4679 
 

 Monika WASIAK-GROMEK 
Bureau for Chemical Substances and 
Preparation 
Ut. Sv. Tercsy 8 
91-348 Lodz 
Poland 

Tel: +48 42 631 4679 
 

Slovak Republic Mr. Jan CEPCEK 
Centre for Chemical Substances and 
Preparations 
Mierova 19 
Bratislava 
Slovak Republic 

Tel: +421 2 4854 4504 
Fax: +421 2 4854 4555 
 

Spain Mr. Manuel CARBÓ 
Head of Chemicals Risks Unit 
General Directorate of Quality and 
Assessment 
Ministry of Environment 
Plaza de San Juan de la Cruz s/n 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 

Tel: + 34 91 453 54 01 
Fax: + 34 91 534 05 82 
 

 Mr. José Vicente TARAZONA 
LAFARGA 
Département de l' Environnement à 
l'INIA 
Ministry of Education and Science 
Ctra. de la Coruña 
28040 MADRID 
Spain 

Tel: +34 91 347 6837 
Fax: +34 91 357 2297 
 

 Ms. Elena MANEIRO FRANCO 
Département de 
l'Environnement.INIA 
Ministère de l'Education et de la 
Science 
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Sweden Lennart DOCK 

Ph. D. Senior Scientific Officer 
Risk Assessment/International 
Secretariat 
Swedish Chemicals Agency 
P.O. Box 2 
SE-17213 Sundbyberg 
Sweden 

Tel: +46 8 519 41 268 
Fax: +46 8 735 76 98 
 

 Mr. Jonas FALCK 
M.Sc. Ecotoxicology /Biology, Senior 
Scientific Officer 
Swedish Chemicals Agency (KEMI) 
Box 2 
S-172 13 SUNDBYBERG 
Sweden 

Tel: +46 8 519 41 167 
Fax: +46 8 735 76 98 
 

 Gregory MOORE 
Head of Unit, Classification and 
Labelling 
Swedish Chemicals Inspectorate 
(KEMI) 
Box 2 
S-171 13 Sundbyberg 
Sweden 

Tel: +46 8 519 412 37 
Fax: +46 8 735 76 98 
 

Switzerland Georg KARLAGANIS 
Federal Office for the Environment 
Worblentalstrasse 68 
CH-3003 Berne 
Switzerland 

Tel: +41 79 415 99 62 
Fax: +41 31 324 79 78 
 

 Josef TREMP 
Industrial Chemicals Section 
Swiss Federal Office for the 
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Division 
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Chemical Products Division 
Swiss Federal Office for the 
Environment FOEN  
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Switzerland 
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Switzerland 
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United Kingdom 
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United States Amy RISPIN 
OPPTS/Office of Pesticide Programs  
US  Environmental Protection Agency 
Field & External Affairs 
Division(7506C) 
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1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 
20460 Washington 
United States 
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Fax: +1 703 308 1850 
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European Chemicals Bureau 
JRC 
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Italy 

Tel: +39 0332 789065 
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European Commission 
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Belgium 
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Standardization and Industrial Quality 
Brazilian National Institute of 
Metrology - CAINT- INMETRO 
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Ministry of Health 
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ANNEX 2: Proposed Timelines for Task Force Activities 
 

Harmonization of Classification and Labelling 
Next Task Force Meeting: 24-25 April 2008 
 
SUBJECT ACTIVITY TIMING 
Transformation/Dissolution 
Protocol Validation 

Extended VMG meeting to address 
report of Phase I experiments and 
organize Phase 2 
Task Force approval of the 
experiments  performed in Phase 1  
Extended VMG Meeting to finalize 
Phase 2 report 
Task Force approval of Phase 2 
report 

25-26 October 2007 
 
 
2007-2008 
 
 
February or March 
2008 
 
 
April 2008 

Sensitization: strong vs. 
weak sensitizers 

Work will continue depending on 
the results of the October IPCS 
meeting on skin sensitization in 
chemicals risk assessment. 
Expert Group meeting in Bethesda 
(US) 
Impact Analysis 
Expert Group meets to review 
impact analysis, ICCVAM results 
and finalize the Expert Group 
Proposal (back to back with the 
ICCVAM Peer Panel Meeting) 
If needed, expert meeting , 
immediately before the Task Force 
meeting 
Task Force approval 

17-18 October 2006 
 
21-22 February 2007 
2007-2008 
March 2008 
 
 
 
 
April 2008 
 
April 2008 
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Aquatic chronic 
hazards 

Third expert group meeting (Washington) 
Approval of a scientific issue paper and of 
the broad outlines of a proposal at the next 
Task Force Meeting  
Submission of a first proposal and of 
revised versions to the Task Force by 
written procedure 
Submission of revised proposal for 
approval at the Task Force meeting  
 

30/1-1/2 2006 
 
15-16 March 2006 
 
 
End 2006 – early 2007 
 
 
July 2007 

Ozone 
Depleting 
Chemicals 

Submission of the expert group proposal 
and options for Task Force comments 
Submission of a proposal for approval at 
the Task Force meeting  
 

January 2007 – March 2007 
 
July 2007 

Terrestrial 
Hazards 

Re-start of the work 
 
Status Report to Task Force 
 
Expert group meeting – develop work plan  
 

January 2007 
 
July 2007 
 
23-24 October 2007 


