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Provisions concerning the transport of used lithium cells and batteries

	SUMMARY



	Analytical summary:
	The transport of used batteries collected at sales points for the purpose of elimination is not possible under RID/ADR conditions.  In particular, it is not realistic to require each battery to be individually isolated.



	Action to be taken:
	Relaxation of the packing conditions for these transport operations (instruction P903). - Exemption from the requirements of RID/ADR for the carriage of small packagings used for the collection of batteries by shops.
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Introduction


In implementation of European Directive 91/157/EC, channels have been established for the elimination of used batteries.


Batteries of all types (with no distinction between lithium batteries and other batteries) are generally collected at sales points.  At this level sorting is impossible.  The collection trays thus contain a number of lithium cells or batteries which should be carried under UN No. 3090.


At this stage the batteries are packaged “in bulk” in collection trays and then carried in these trays to assembly points where they are placed in larger packagings (drums) for routing to sorting and processing centres.


At no stage in this process is it realistic to require the separation of lithium cells and batteries in order to package them in accordance with the requirements of RID/ADR.


In addition, persons in charge of the sales points where batteries are collected (for example, a photographic shop or an electronic equipment retailer or else a hypermarket) cannot be required to show competence in RID/ADR matters.


The following proposals are therefore submitted to the Joint Meeting.

Proposals

(1)
Add a packing instruction P903 (b), applicable to UN Nos. 3090 and 3091 containing the following provisions:

	P903 (b)

	

	Used cells and batteries, the lithium or lithium equivalent content of which does not exceed 8 g, collected for elimination, together with other used batteries or alone, may be carried, without being individually protected, under the following conditions:

	

	(1)
In 1H2 drums which comply with the level of testing for packing group II;

	

	(2)
In collecting trays in non-conducting material meeting the general conditions of sections 4.1.1 and 4.1.3 with a gross mass of less than 30 kg.

	

	In all cases the empty space in the packaging shall be filled with appropriate padding material so as to restrict the relative movements of the batteries during carriage.




(2)
Amend special provision 636 which has become unnecessary to read as follows:

636
Used cells and batteries collected and presented for carriage for elimination, together with other batteries or alone, are not subject to the other provisions of RID/ADR if they meet the following conditions:


(a)
The lithium or lithium equivalent content of each cell or battery does not exceed 8 g;


(b)
The provisions of instruction P903 (b) (2) are complied with;


(c)
Each package shall bear a mark indicating that it contains lithium cells or batteries and that special procedures are to be applied in the event of damage.

Justification

Safety implications:
Transport operations of this nature carried out as exceptions in various contracting parties have not given rise to special problems.  Studies made in Germany, in particular for the collection of batteries within the town of Hamburg, have shown that the risk of dangerous reactions as a result of short-circuiting was very small.

Feasibility:
No particular problems.  On the contrary, these provisions will facilitate the collection of batteries.

Transitional measures:
None.
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