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1. Article 5 of annex 8 to the International Convention on the Harmonization of 
Frontier Controls of Goods (Geneva, 21 October 1982) makes provision for the acceptance 
and mutual recognition of the International Vehicle Weight Certificate in order to 
accelerate border crossings and avoid repetitive vehicle weighing procedures. Appendix 2 
to annex 8 provides a model and sets procedures for issuing the certificate. According to 
paragraph 6 of appendix 2, the model of the certificate may be reproduced in any of the 
languages of the Contracting Parties, provided that the layout of the certificate and the 
placing of the items therein are not modified. 

2. At the 132nd session of the Working Party on Customs on Questions affecting 
Transport (WP.30), the delegation of Ukraine pointed out the complexity of the certificate, 
as laid down in annex 8, and felt that it was designed more for road transport than for 
Customs purposes. 

3. In view of the foregoing, the Working Party asked the delegation of Ukraine to 
prepare and submit to it proposals for modifications to the certificate, in order to also 
address Customs needs. 

4. Various models of international weight certificates held by the State Customs 
Service of Ukraine were examined: 
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• The international vehicle weight certificate model approved under the Agreement on 
the Introduction of an International Vehicle Weight Certificate for Commercial 
Vehicles in the Territory of the Member States of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) of 16 April 2004 (annex 1); 

• The international vehicle weight certificate model1 approved under annex 8 to the 
International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 21 
October 1982, entitled “Facilitation of border crossing procedures for international 
road transport” (annex 2); 

• The Shippers Intermodal Weight Certificate of the International Federation of 
Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA)2 (annex 3). 

5. Upon completion of their work, the experts concluded that the forms for the 
international vehicle weight certificates approved under the Agreement on the Introduction 
of an International Vehicle Weight Certificate for Commercial Vehicles in the Territory of 
the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) of 16 April 2004 
were virtually identical with those of annex 8 to the International Convention on the 
Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 21 October 1982 (annex 4). 

 They are issued by authorized weighing stations and contain information on the 
haulier and on the weighing of the loaded vehicle. 

6. The forms as approved in annex 8 to the International Convention on the 
Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 21 October 1982 are not identical with 
those of the Shippers Intermodal Weight Certificate of FIATA. 

 The certificate approved under annex 8 includes information on the haulier and 
vehicle weight, whereas the Shippers Intermodal Weight Certificate of FIATA includes 
information on the shipper and the weight of the goods (annex 5). 

7. In order for international vehicle weight certificates to be used for the purposes of 
Customs inspections, the following requirements must be met: 

• In section 7.3, under “Gross vehicle weight measurements, in kg” the unloaded or 
empty weight of the road tractor (lorry) or semi-trailer (trailer) should be entered 
and, under “Total gross vehicle weight”, the loaded weight of the vehicle at the 
moment of weighing should be entered; 

• The authorized weighing stations should be responsible for providing correct 
information regarding the weight of the road tractor (lorry) or semi-trailer (trailer) 
when unloaded (empty) and for ensuring that it corresponds with the details 
contained in the vehicle’s registration documents; 

• For Customs services to issue vehicle clearance certificates for international road 
transport subject to Customs inspections, it should be mandatory for the actual 
unloaded weight of the vehicle to correspond with that specified in its registration 
documents (annex 6). 

  

 1 International Vehicle Weight Certificate (IVWC). 
 2 International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations’ Shippers Intermodal Weight Certificate 

(FIATA SIC). 



ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2013/3 

GE.12-25421 3 

Annex I 

 

 The International Vehicle Weight Certificate (model approved under the Agreement 
on the Introduction of an International Vehicle Weight Certificate for Commercial Vehicles 
in the Territory of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) of 
16 April 2004). 
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Annex II 
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 The International Vehicle Weight Certificate (model approved under annex 8 to the 
International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 21 
October 1982, entitled “Facilitation of border crossing procedures for international road 
transport”). 
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Annex III 
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 Shippers Intermodal Weight Certificate of FIATA. 
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Annex IV 
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 Comparison of the international vehicle weight certificates approved under the 
Agreement on the Introduction of an International Vehicle Weight Certificate for 
Commercial Vehicles in the Territory of the Member States of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States of 16 April 2004, and under annex 8 to the International Convention on 
the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 21 October 1982, entitled “Facilitation 
of border crossing procedures for international road transport”. 
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Annex V 
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 Comparison of the International Vehicle Weight Certificate approved under annex 8 
to the International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 21 
October 1982, entitled “Facilitation of border crossing procedures for international road 
transport”, with the Shippers Intermodal Weight Certificate of the International Federation 
of Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA). 
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Annex VI 

 

 Proposed modifications of the International Vehicle Weight Certificate for the 
purposes of Customs inspections. 

    

 

 
Unloaded vehicle 

weight is indicated here. 


